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our own countrymen labored to persuade them that our Government was under a British influence." * On November 3, Marshall writes Charles Lee: "When I clos'd my last letter I did not expect to address you again from this place, I calculated on being by this time on my return to the United States. . . . My own opinion is that France wishes to retain America in her present situation until her negotiation with Britain, which it is believed is about to recommence, shall have been terminated, and a present absolute rupture with America might encourage England to continue the war and peace with England . . . will put us more in her [France's] power. . . . Our situation is more intricate and difficult than you can believe. . . . The demand for money has been again repeated. The last address to us ... concluded . . . that the French party in America would throw all the blame of a rupture on the federalists. . . . We were warned of the fate of Venice. All these conversations are preparing for a public letter but the delay and the necessity of writing only in cypher prevents our sending it by this occasion. ... I wish you could .. . address the Minister concerning our reception. We despair of doing anything. . . . Mr. Putnam an American citizen has been arrested and sent to jail under the pretext of his cheating frenchmen, . . . This ... is a mere pretext. It is considered as ominous toward Americans generally. He like most of them is a creditor of the [French] government." 2
1  Marshall's Journal, Nov. 8, 33.
2  Marshall to Lee, Nov. 3, 1797; MS., Lib. Cong. Lee was Attor-